
Dear students,  

 

Believing that you are now clear with Zero and First Conditional (you can always write me for anything 

that you are still not sure about), we will start with the other type of conditionals, the Second 

Conditional.  

 

Second Conditional 

 

Second Conditional, as all the other conditionals, needs two clauses to function; it needs the dependent 

clause that gives the condition and the main clause that gives the result or the consequence of the 

condition given. The order of the clauses, just like in other conditionals, does not change the meaning 

and you still have to remember that if you start the sentence with the condition, you have to use a 

comma between the clauses.  

Second Conditional is, like the First Conditional, related to the present and the future. We are thinking 

about a particular condition in the present or the future and the result of this condition, but, different 

from the First Conditional, in Second Conditional there is not a real possibility that this condition will 

happen.  

For example, in the sentence: If I won the lottery, I would travel the world, you do not have a lottery 

ticket. So, is it possible to win? No! No lottery ticket, no win!  

Since the results or the consequences in Second Conditional are not likely to come due to being too late 

or impossible for the condition to be completed, when we form Second Conditional we are not allowed 

to use present tenses. The condition in Second Conditional is always given in past tense, whereas the 

result or the consequence is formed with would/wouldn’t +verb.  

 

Example:  

I would tell you the answer if I knew what it was. 

There would be fewer accidents if everyone drove more carefully. 

We would have a lot of money if we sold our house. 

Would you accept the job if they offered it to you? 

What would you do if you saw a U.F.O? 

 

• Second Conditional, since we refer to imaginary situations, is the only structure in English where 

the verb BE is used in plural in all persons: 

If I were you, I wouldn’t open that. 



If he were taller, he could be accepted in the team.  

 

• In Second Conditional, other modal verbs can be used in place of would: 

If I had more money, I could buy a car. 

If I won the lottery, I might give all the money to charity. 

 

If you need more information about Second Conditional, I recommend you to read Grammar Reference 

on pages 140 & 141 of SB (student’s book). I also recommend the exercises given on the same pages. 

This is not mandatory work, but please feel free to contact me about any questions you might have 

related to these and not only.  

 

For further exercises, I also recommend you these online tests. They could be very useful in you 

checking your ability to use the conditionals correctly. 

https://test-english.com/grammar-points/a2/second-conditional/ 

https://www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/en/English_as_a_Second_Language_(ESL)/Conditionals/Z

ERO,_FIRST,_AND_SECOND_CONDITIONALS_kd1447hm 

 

 

Stay safe! 

Teacher Kujtesa 


